THE CAMERA
Understanding Depth of Field

Depth of Field or D.O.F is the area of sharp focus in a photographic scene.

It is controlled by Aperture which is used alongside shutter speed to control the amount of light reaching the film.

Along with controlling light, the amount of focus in an image is created by the size of the aperture.

The hole of the aperture is formed by thin metal leaves that are adjustable, enabling a number of different size openings (see diagram below).

On the barrel of a lens, you will find a series of numbers. These are called aperture or ‘f’ numbers.

Although the numbers don’t seem to relate, each stop lets in half as much light as the number that precedes it.

E.g. f16 lets in half as much light as f11, but twice as much light as f22.

Shallow / Narrow / Small Depth of Field = Wide Aperture

OR in ‘English’ this means: Least amount in focus = big hole

Wide / Large Depth of Field = Small Aperture

OR in ‘English’ this means: Large amount in focus = small hole

A good way to remember it is:

Small Depth of Field = Small amount in focus = Small numbers (f.2, f.3.5, f.4)

Large Depth of Field = Large amount in focus = Large numbers (f.16, f.22, f.32)
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f.5.6, f.8 and f.11 are in the middle and are usually referred to as a Medium Depth of Field.

Examples:

Shallow Depth of Field
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Wide Depth of Field
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